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Madame Chairperson, Senator Joan Fraser, President of the Coordinating Committee 
on Women Parliamentarians 
Excellencies and distinguished Delegates 
Ms. Rachel Mayanja, Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on Gender Issues and 
Advancement of Women, the Keynote Speaker 
 
 

I am delighted to have the opportunity to take part in the Inaugural Session of this 
important parliamentary event: ”Beyond Beijing: Towards Gender Equality in 
Politics”, which the Inter-parliamentary Union is organizing in collaboration with the 
United Nations Division for the Advancement of Women. I wish to welcome all 
distinguished participants from all regions of the world to the United Nations and 
thank you for your committment to this important topic. The holding of this event 
during the  49th session of the Commission on the Status of Women commemorating 
the tenth anniversary of the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing in 1995, 
makes an important contribution by enhancing attention to the critical issue of 
women’s political participation.   

       
I want to begin by commending the Inter-Parliamentary Union Assembly’s 

consideration and adoption of a resolution on the ten-year review of implementation 
the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action in the Third Standing Committee in 
September last year. I would also like to recognize the importance of the work of the 
Inter 
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